
REVEREND DOCTOR JACQUELINE A. THOMPSON 
 

Described as a Transformational Preacher, Dynamic Leader and Ministry Trailblazer, 
Rev. Dr. Jacqueline A. Thompson is an inspiring example of what God can do with a life 
committed to the call.  She currently serves as the beloved Senior Pastor of The Allen 
Temple Baptist Church in her native Oakland, California. Her 2019 election made 
history nationwide as the first woman called to serve as Senior Pastor of this historic 
African American Baptist Church founded in 1919. Before being called in this capacity, 
Dr. Thompson served as the Assistant Pastor at Allen Temple and as Youth Minister at 
Shiloh Baptist Church of Washington, D.C., the first woman to serve in both capacities. 
 
Committed to excellence in scholarship, Dr. Thompson received her Bachelor of Arts in 
Political Economics from the University of California, Berkeley; the Master of Divinity 
from Howard University School of Divinity in Washington, D.C. While at Howard, she 
received the Nannie Helen Burroughs Award for Academic Excellence and the Henry 
G. Maynard Award for Excellence in Preaching and Ministry.  Believing in the 
importance of both orthodoxy and orthopraxy, Dr. Thompson continued her studies at 
Fuller Theological Seminary in Pasadena, California where she was awarded the Doctor 
of Ministry degree in African American Church Leadership.  
 
She is a member of the NAACP and Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated. Her 
activism and leadership have been recognized by various chapters honoring her with 
the Community Excellence Award and as Distinguished Woman of the Year. Among 
other honors, Dr. Thompson has been inducted into the distinguished Morehouse 
College Martin Luther King Jr. Board of Preachers. 
 
Dr. Thompson is a gifted preacher, administrator, and published author traveling and 
ministering extensively nationally and internationally often in arenas previously 
unchartered by women. In addition, she has been called upon by local and national 
print and electronic media as an opinion leader to offer perspective and hope amidst the 
pressing issues of the day.  She is currently on the teaching staff of the Berkeley School 
of Theology in the area of Public Theology and Preaching.   
 
Her mission is to see transformation in the lives of others and is humbled by every 
opportunity to serve. 
 
 


